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A Preface tothe Third Yearof thefe Tranla&ions, which is begun
with this. An Account of the Enlargements of Philofophical
Correfpondenciess together with an Invitationtocontribute In-
quiries and Directions.  Inquiries for feveral parts of the World,
as Suratte, and the Eaft-Indies in general 5 for Perfia, the Weft-
Indies , andthere particularly, for Virginia, Bermudas, Guai-
ana, Brafil. Thofe for other Countries referred to another oppor-
tunity, Of a confiderable Load-flone , d{ggged in Devon-fhire,
weighing 60, pounds. Some Obfervables apont Load-[Fones, and
Sea-Compaffes.  Propofals to try the effects of the Rarifying En-
gin exhanfted, on Plats, Seeds, Eggs of Silk-worms. An Ex-
periment propofed of Grafting Pears upon Spina Cervina (Bnck-
thorn.) Obfervatisns concerning Emmets ; their Eggs,  Produ-
ction, Progrefs, Commingto Maturity , andUfe. . Account of a
Book in Trench | intitnied HISTOIRE DES JOY-
AUX. '

A PREFACE
To the 'Third Year of thefe Trads.

Aving , by Gods Affiftance , finifh'd iy folicitations for the -
“Philofophical Tranfactions of the twolaff years , 1craveleave

toreflet alicele upon what hach paft,

I think ', 1 may fafely affume | that in thefe Fragments,
fomething hath been contributed to fowe fuch feeds , ‘as may
fomewhat conduce to the illuftration and improvement of Philo-
fophy ; and of all Laudable and Ufeful An? and Practices,  And
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1hope, our Ingenious Correfpondents have examin’d all circom--
frances of their communicated Relations , with all the care and di-
ligence neceflary to he ufed in fuch Colle¢tions ; not taking up old
Fame , or flying Reports, upon too eafie truft ; nor ftraining tor o-
ther Kinds of Wonders, than the moft wife Author of Natue
hath allowed , but actending clofely to the ftrict meafures of Nu-
tural Truth, and to the ufleful Contrivances of 4rz, For fome
evidence whercof, Irefer the Reader to the particulars, indicated in
the Tables annexed to the Tract of February , lately paft,

And becaule well advifed Hiftories of Nuatural Produifions | and
of Artificial Contrivances , are neceflary to beger found know-
ledge , and tocxcite profitable Inventions , fome have furnifhe us
with accurate Inftructions , under the modeft Title of 7nquiries and
Propofals :  And furcher Difquifitions are by the hands of many
Accomplifht Perfons feverally,and often with joynt endeavours in
amanner univer(ally profecuted,

Neither have we difcouraged or refufed the Effays of {fome fa-
mous Philofophers, learned Philologers and Antiquaries , whofe
Difquifitions, Readings, and Reafonings , have extended farther
than their Experiences; fince by (uchbold Excurfions and Sallies
many valuable Truths may be {tarted out of their receffes, A7~
¢hitects do require {fome variety and ftore of Materials for the fur-
ther {atisfaction of their Judgment inthe Choice: And the Sculp-
¢or muft pare off fomewhat of his richeft Marbles , Onixes , Dia-
monds, ¢&c, before he can perfect the Portrai¢ture  Such liberty
anexat Philofopher muft claim in his Extra&s from Men of much
Learning,

In Medicinals we have now and then occafionally inquired after
fome rarities , medical applications and experiences ; what the
afes and performances are by Phlebotomy., Frictions , Simples or
Compounds not ordinary , by Diet or Chymical Operations in
{omeof the remoteft partsof the Werld , particularly in thefa-

Seear. mous Chiza,  Neither have we altoge-

z¢ NI 3. p. 44. Damps. .

AL 8. 3.133. Poylonous [prings  ther omitted to commemorate thofe
or waters. obvious reliefs , which the Divine
ri i, 5:’;‘8’_'”’3“’;‘{; Bouaty has offered ficely and in com-
Coaflicutic ns of Balics. mon, for diftrefled Mortals, by Spréngs,
Baths , Bolus's | M:dizated Earths , &s., And we have had a
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due care to ere& a Pharos for a Caution againft undifcern’d dan-
gers,
By Anatomy,we have fometimes enter’d into the Chambers and
Cabinets of Animal Funétions , to find many Meanders and
changeable Varieties , and the immediate Organs and Conduits of
Life and Senfation,

As for the Growth of Arts and fnventions, 1 think , it may
juftly befaid , That thefe our Entries fometimes affift and pro-
mote their Improvements, And the {ame will hereafter remain
faithful Records to fhew , By what fteps and degrees , and by what
Effays , Emuvlations ; and Encouragements thefe Noble Arts ad-
vanced to perfection, - And a punctual information of thefe Gra-
dual Proceffes, may be inftructive to promote other Inventions,
And the Wife will confider it, at whateafierates they obtained
Monthly Advices of the Defigns and Succeffes of Induftrious and
Eminent Perfons, and by the fame means came to know as much,
as was purchafed at their great charges and affiduous labour, Of
which Artsas they are now improved,and ftill improving,I prefume
Ineed not fpare to fay, That they would haveobliged an Alex-
ander.or a Solomon ,and Imuft avouchwith confidence , That they
would have raifed Acclamations , Applaufes , and Admiration of
mofk, and have provoked them torefund full Rivers of Treafures
in Juft-Rewards, and extraordinary Atchievements,

Neither is it much amifs , that there are yer fome , who do
preter the darknefs of old Heatheni{me before this Noon-light,
Otherwife, the next Age might hardly believe, that Men pre-
tending to Wit , Prudence, and Learning , would ever make {uch
ftrange Oppofitions againft their own great Emolument and Ac-
commodations: And {o the Vertuous mighe bedeprived of “a fair
beam of the future Glory, due to their Memories for their un-
changeable Refolutions,as unconcern'd in{coffing Difcourfes, and
ftanding firm as Rocks againft the daflies of foaming Difputants,
Andtruly, they do much obligeus , in that they are pleafed by
their frets , and eager contentions , and by their fruitlefs and ob-
ftreperous Yerbofity ; to make themfelves afoil, to fet off the
Serene Luftre of thereal and obliging performaaces of the Experi-
mental Philofophers,
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And yet (infhort to convince and reclaint as many as are hope-
ful) Idare, withowt leave , but with fincere affections, in behalf of
the Learned Zirtuofi , undertake to joyn ifflue with them , and to
offer fair proof , That, whereas they pretend to Ar:flotle as their
Grand oracle , we have a true and higher efteem for his tige worth,
than thefe Pretenders do effectually manifeft.

Weflay, his Logicks and Rhetoricks are very valuable, His
Ethicks and Peliticks , for themoft pare, found, His Metaphyficks
inmany Notions acute, But all thefe are generally overwhelmed
and degraded by the fivarms of Infectile Syftemesand dilute Com:
mentaries, :

And as for the other more ufeful Volumes of Ariffetle | his
Tracts of Animals (which did coft Great Alexander {0 many Ta-
lents forthe furniture ; and an ampleSalary for encomragements)
his Mathematical Difcourfes and Mechanicks , thefe they never (a-
lute, They weed out his onely defects and animofities, his Ve-
litations with his Elders and Compzers about Atomes and darker
Priaciples s a Matter | whichis neque quid , neque quantum , neque
guale , 2 Formal and Subftantial *evreréoaa (2 word too hard for
Gicero to tranflate) and Privation, a Principle as good as the
reft; his Definitions of Caules and Affections s his Quaternion
of groffe Elements and grofler Mixtares , and infipid Compofitions
and Qualsties , lefle figmficane than che popular Awr : All of them
much fitcer tobeget EternalControverfies , than to adminifter any
{auisfa@ion o areafonable Underftanding, Thele they gacher up
for the fiveeteft Pofies and faireft Garlands, wherewich to adorn
their Brows and Temples 5 and [o they take cheir leave of Ariffotle
at the very Threfhold,

Thus they reje¢t the Harmony , and wafteall theii time in tune-
ing the Infirument , and arebeft plealed, evenravifl'd, with thofe
ftrokes which glance below the Bridge , by which they fharpen
and turn cheir Spirits-habitnally ; and fec thereeth of their difci-
plesonedge 5 and then :

Quo [emel eft imbuta vecens | [ervabit | &re.

Wetakeleavetoask , Whether 4riffotle did not illuftrate his
beft Conceptions in his Works, with Mathematicat Demonttradi-
ons? Inthis , Blancanss willinitiate their Obfervations wich fuf-
fic entindu'gence, We ask furcher ;, Which of the Philofophers
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of note, for any thing elfe but honeft Moralities , did neglet the
Mathematicks2 What free-born Child , or yet what Slave | of any
promifing hopes , ivasnot entered into thefe Difciplines, before
they could nmmber ten years of their Age, 1If thefe men would
addi¢t therr palats to the pure fountains , and not wander after eve-
ty poluted ftream , thenthey would find more leafure for better
things , to dofome good for themfelves -and others: Then. they
would tafte the pleafure, and reap the profic of their old Rule,

Dulcins ex ipfe fonte , &,
And withal they would have betrer underftood their beft friends.
. Certainly ; 1t Ariflotle had been fo happy , as to have enjoyed
our opticks , and other Inftruments of Asts, and fuch Engins as
we now employ , Hewould have been quite of another {pirie than
thefe are 5 and would have acknowledged a greater variety and
more curious contexture , and more brisk Mechanicks inthe Life-
ctiles , which werein thofe dayes invifible, than inall the Animals,
thax were then known , or than are yet tobetound in a far wider
circumference 5 and would have confelt the produ&ions of our
Pyrotechnical Furnaces toexcellall . that could bereafonabiy ex-
pected trom his own vaft Frery. Region, '

We fay heartly, Read Ariffotle, read him in his own Stile 5
read him ectirely and fully 5 not feeding onely on his Ulcers and
Excrefcencies 3 nor taking up yout reft in his Un-intelligible Hea-
vens , avthelr Adamantine Gates , or about their Flaming Walls :
Embrace his calmrayes, and his dif-intereffed- Reafonings: chufe
his beft Vertues , examine and weigh all his Mathematical luftra-
tions, defcend to his particulars . And then haften to our Chrifti-
an Phuofophers , and they will forth-with acquaint you with the
true Works and wonderful Centrivances of the Supreme Author,
and with the-Difcoveries , which by his indulgent Providence and
his benigne Infpirations have been in former and lacer Ages afford-
ed , forthebenefir, and thefincerely grateful acknowledgements
of humanerace, .

“Tis our main bufine(s , as well to retrive all waluable Antiqui-
sies , asto (upply frefh Difcoveries : to recover good o0ld Helps-, as
well as to devife New, . All our Artificais are defigned, and ap-
propriated , to unlock alt ehe Repofitories of Nature , o draw
out her moft concealed Operations and Rarities , ‘To produce ther;\x
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with theirbeft Advantages, and in their faireft Ornaments, for
all good occafions: And whatever we find excellent in old Greece,
or Rome , orinmere ancient Monarchies, or in any one more happy
part of the World , That in due {eafon to commuricace all over
the World, to as many, as have the Ingenuity to givé them a hear-
ty Entertainment,

After thus muchof Preface (which the Candid Reader will in-
terpret with the {ame affection , it wraswritten) I return to my
task, WhereIthinkit notamifs,

Firft of all, totakenotice of the late Enlargements of our P;-
lofopical Corre[pondencies in both remote and neerer parts of the
World ; concerning which we are fingularly obliged to feveral of
the Generous and Intelligent Citizens of this Famous Metropolss of
England, efpecially the Eminent Governours ot the Eaft-India
and Twrky Companies , befide thofe of the fame City | that tra-
velling into the wef-Indies, have been very ready to receive,
( and to promife good Accounts upon) {uch rhilofophical Inftru-
¢tions , as were prefented to them concerning many particulars ,
thought worthy to be furtherinquiredinto , inour American Co-
lonies, Towhich wefball add , what we have procured , for this
our purpofe, by our Commerce with Spain , Portugal, and Bar-
barys as well as by our Navigations into Greepland and Iceland:
And alfo what occafions we have before us , to-enter into a confo-
ciation with Germany , Bohemia, Hungary, Tranfilvania, Carin-
thia, Tyroll, and withall the principal Cities of 1zaly: it appearing
already by our former Papers , what intereft we have, before now,
eftablifht in France , and, by the afliftance of the Eminent Heve-
lins , in all the Countries upon the Baltick Sea, and in Poland ,
which is therefore related here, that we may thence take occafion
toinvite al] Ingerious Men, and fuch as confider the importance of
Cementing Philofophical Spirits, and of affembling together In-
genuities , Obfervations, Experiments and Inventions, {cattered
up ond down in the World 5 that they would be pleafed partly to
recommend themfelves, asthey have occafion, thefeKinds of In-
quiries to their Ingenious Acquaintance, eitherliving upon, or tra-
veiling into fuch places, as are concerned ; partly to joyn their
Syméo! s , and to fend in their Propefals , and whatever fhall oc-
cur to them worchy to cefire information about , in chofe Coun-
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tries above-mention’d 5 and reft perfwaded , that all poffible en-
deavours fhall be employed on our parts , to recommend all |
what fhall thus be propofed by them , to @ur Correfpondents,
with the fame earncftnefs we do our own Direétions, fuggefted by
feveral of our Curious Friends,

Inguiries for Suratte,
and sther parts of the Eaft-Indies,

THvugb the[e Queries have been already difpatcht for India , and

[ome of them even received an Anfwer , yet 5 becanfe *tis alto-
Zether neceffary 5 to have confirmations of the truth of thefe things
%ﬂm [everal hands , before they be relyed on 5 it was thoughs fit | ra-
ther to publifb the Inquuties alone , for a more certain and full Infor-
mation , thanzow to joyn fuch Anf{werstherennto;

The Inquiries are thefe s as the Relations publitht by Purchas,
Linfchoten, and others , concerning thofe parts, have given oc-
cafion to propofe them, '

1. Whether it be true, that Diamonds and other Pretious
Stones , do grow again after three or four-years, in the fame pla-
ceswhere they havebeen digg’d out ¢

2, Whether the Quarries of Stonenear Fetzipore, not far from
Agra:y inthe 2ogol’s Dominions, may be cleft like Loggs, and
fawn like Planks, to ceel Chambers and cover Houfes therewiths
Likewife , Whether about Sadrapatan , on the Coaftof Coroman-
del, there be aStone of thelikenature, fo as, fettinga Wedge
upon it , onemay cleave it with a Maller as thick andaschin, as
one pleafeth s : : :

3. Whether upon the fame Coalt of Coromandel, about Tutu-
soriny and uponthat of Ceylon , at Manar , and Fafanapatan, they
fith Pearls , as good as thofe about ormus © - Whether thofe Pearls
arethebetter , the deeper theyliez What. is the greateft depth,
they are known to have heentaken at2 And whether it be true ,
that fomeof the Natives there, can ftay under Water halfan hour,
withoutany Art 2

4. Whether the Iron in Pegn and Fapan, befarbetter thanours;
and iffo, whatis to becbfervedin the melting , forging, and tem~
pering of it ¢ , :

5 Vhether



